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TOWN OF BRADFORD 


INCLUDING A REPORT FROM THE 


SUPERINTENDING SCHOOL COMMITTEE, 


FOR THE 


YEAR ENDING MARCH I, 1884. 


CONCORD, N. H.: 
PRINTED BY FRANK J. BATCHELDER. 
1884. 
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Ot STOR WORRY 


SELECTMEN’S REPORT, 


FOR THE YEAR ENDING MARCH 1, 1884. 


VALUATION OF THE TOWN, APRIL 1, 1883. 


Real estate, $307,013.00 
264 polls, 26,400.00 
210 horses, 11,031.06 
168 oxen, 9,528.00 
413 cows, 10,544.00 
404 other neat stock, 8,333.00 
1954 sheep, 5 629.00 
13 hogs (taxable), 83.00 
22 carriages, 1,360.00 
Stocks in banks and other corpora- 

tions, 10,987.00 
Stock in public funds, 6,800.00 
Cash on hand and at interest, 43,273.00 
Stock in trade, 16,045.00 
Mills and machinery, 3,500.00 


TAXES ASSESSED AGAINST THE 

State tax, $1,036.00 
County tax, 1,165.45 
Town tax, 3,288.04 
Highway tax, paid in labor, 2,302.63 


| 


Special taxin Union School Dist.No.1, 125.93 


$460,526.00 


TOWN. 


$7,918.05 
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CASH RECEIVED BY SELECTMEN. 


The selectmen charged themselves with the following sums, 
amounting in all to nine thousand one hundred and three 
dollars and forty-six cents ($9,103.46), which have been paid 
over to the town treasurer, as will appear by his report, to 


wit :— 


1883. 
March 1. 


May 23. 


July 1. 


Dec. I0. 


Dr. 
To cash in hands of treas- 
urer, $997.66 
cash of Alberton Peaslee, 
for cow-on Ward farm, 33.60 
cash of E. J. Ring for 
highway tax not worked 
in Dist. No. 22, 2.01 
cash of Wm. Marsh for 
highway tax not worked 
in Dist. No. 29, 8.73 
cash of state treasurer, lit- 
erary fund, 103.53 
cash of state treasurer, 
railroad tax, 315.95 
cash of state treasurer, 
savings bank tax, 594.06 
cash of state treasurer, 
bounty on crows, 21.20 
cash of J. C. Bailey for 
use of hearse, 3.00 
cash of J. C. Bailey for 
grass in cemetery, 5-00 
cash of Hollis Blood for 
cow on Ward farm, 35-00 
cash of Merrimackcounty 
for support of county 
paupers, 646.03 
cash of Silas Sawtell for 
use of town hall, 


21.00 


1884. 


Feb. 22. 


Feb. 28. 


5 
Cash of Silas Colby for old 


bridge plank, $3.60 
cash of Alberton Peaslee, 
interest on taxes, 7.61 


cash of J. C. Bailey, for 

one lot in cemetery, 10.00 
taxes committed to Al- 

berton Peaslee for col- 


lection, 


6,273.15 
cash for taxes not worked 
in Dist. No. 20, 


22.33 


Breaking Roads. 


PAID FOR BREAKING ROADS 


By paid Henry M. Nichols, Dist. No. 


$9,103.46 


IN YEAR 1883. 


25, 
Charles P. Eaton, ‘ ee 
George L. Ward, ‘ Sane 
B. F. Putney, Ay Oe rise 
Timothy Morse, 7 Ae eh be 
A. P. Colby, SE VAS hk Ay 
George W. Hoyt, ‘ £22.20), 
George A. Sargent, ‘ eGt TO, 
Parker B. Craig, ‘6 §8 54s 
Almon S. Howlett, ‘ Oley 

George H. Nichols, ‘ ih ae 
George A. Sargent, ‘ aera Cs 
A. S. Cressy, As cy 1 Ot 
Wm. O. Heath, sf Ae Fv 
Jackson Dowlin, 4s hoe eee 
Levi H. Eaton, - eek 3 
Prescott Colby, Pe hy TO) 
Page W. Cofrin, fiieeee Gs LT 
Fred Cheney, foe abe aaa 


$3.60 
21.50 
9.30 
32.20 
8.38 
23.87 
5.06 
3.00 
16.35 
7-34 
6.52 
4.80 
13-59 
20.73 
10.35 
2.47 
8.45 
6.82 


2.99 
$207.82 


6 
Paid for Repairs of Highways and Bridges. 


By paid Henry F. Presby in Dist. No. 19, $7.54 
Lyman B, Butman, stringers and plank, 

in Dist. No. 21, 7.00 
Samuel P. Ward, stringers and plank in 

Dist. No. 17, 9.00 
F. H. Gillingham, bridge plank in Dist. 

No. 28, 11.40 


L. B. Butman, stringers in Dist. No. 2, 7.00 
William G. Hoyt, repairing bridge in 

Dist. No. 30, 2.50 
J. Willis Eaton, for plank in Dist. No.9, 1.83 
Samuel P. Ward, for cutting bushes and 


labor on bridge in Dist. No. 17, 4.37 
George C. Sargent, for cedar post in 

Dist. No. 28, 4.00 
Hollis C. Brockway, for repairing road 
in Dist. No. 6, 8.34 
William Trow, bridge plank, 25.03 
A. B. Jenney, for nails for Henniker 

bridge, 2.18 
Fred Cheney, in Dist. No. 3, 3.00 
F. H. Gillingham, for railings in Dist. 

No. 27, 2.50 

$95.69 


Expense on Marshall Case. 


By paid April 30, A. F. Smith to Concord, $4.85 
William Trow to Concord, 3.30 

Mansel B.Marshall to Concord, 2.90 

| 


July 20, John Pressy to Concord, 5.21 
D. G. Peaslee to Concord, 5.30 
Ace. 10, A. F. Smith to Concord, 4.85 | 
D. G. Peaslee to Concord, 5-30 | 


Clarence Weed to Concord, 3-95 2 
William Trow to Concord, 3.60 | 
D. G. Peaslee to Concord, — 5.30 | 
D. G. Peaslee to Pine Cliff 


twice, 2.00 
; a 
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By paid Aug. 10, John Y. Mugridge, on New- 
$260.28 
M. W. Tappan for services on 

Marshall case with New- 


bury suit and debt, 


bury, 


36.00 


Expense on Dr. Wood’s Case. 


By paid Orlando Cram to court, 


Mary E. Perkins . 
Henry Bixby od 
George S. Morgan + 
Gardner Millen * ‘* 
Silas Tandy ne 
W. O. Folsom, ‘6 
Fred A. Messer $6 
William T. Whittle ‘ 
John L. Safford ts 
Frank M. Tappan $f 
William Trow a 
A. F. Smith “ 
Ruloph Bates ts 
D. G. Peaslee for services and cash 
. paid out, 


Freeman H. Gillingham to. court, 
M. W. Tappan, for services on 
-, Wood’s case, 
J. H. Albin, for services on Wood’s 
case, 


asf: Town Poor. 
By paid for support of Frank Cheney’s child, 

John Withington, 
James Hoyt, 
Charles Wiggin, 
John Colby, 
Walden S,. Ward, 
Mason Putney, 
Matthew Scully, 


$14.75 


16.00 


96.00 


$27.00 
11.00 
18.64 
22.00 
15.36 
113.9% 
23.63 
52.17 


$342.84 


$363.11 


$283.71 
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County Poor. 


By paid for support of Dolly Dudley, 


Matthew Scully, 
Mason Putney, 


Nathaniel Blanchard, 


Daniel Cheney, 
Mrs. E. Atwood, 
Greely Brown, 
Nancy D. Hoyt, 


Albert E. Fletcher, 


M. V. B. Davis, 


George H. Rumford, 


Dr. J. H. Martin, 


Transient, 


Expenses of School. 


$70.39 
39-55 
20.75 
35-75 
37°55 
48.17 — 
95-75 
117.46 
48.63 
2939) 
49.84 
50.00 
2.80 


$646.03 


By paid prudential committee as follows, to wit :— 


Union School Dist. No. 1, R. F. Abbott,, 


District No. 1, 
2; 

4; 

55 

6, 

73 

8, 

10, 

TI. 

12, 


A. S. Cressy, 

Fred A. Messer, 
Ethan Piper, 
Joseph W. Ward, 
John Morse, 2d, 
Hollis C. Brockway, 
Samuel P. Ward, 
Henry McCoy, 
Alden W. Rowe, 


$475.87 
103.34 
13-43 
68.06 
41.81 
80.85 
53-92 
46.34 
52.04 
53-42 


George W. and A.S. Eaton, 42.67 


By paid Amon Jameson, Colby tax, set off to 
Warner, 


Auren Peaslee, Putney tax, set off to 
Washington, 
Special school house tax in Union 
District No. 1, 


1.36 


1.53 


120.00 


$1,204.64 


ee Poe ee te ae Be 


~ ae 
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Miscellaneous Orders. 


By paid state tax, | $1,036.00 


county tax, 1,165.45 
Edmund J. Ring, Auditor, 1883, 1.50 
W. J. Gillingham, Auditor, 1883, 1.50 


printing town reports, 28.00 
D. D. Butman, damage done 

sheep by dogs, 6.00 
Moses K. Hoyt, damage done 

sheep by dogs, 4.00 
Alden W. Rowe, damage done 

sheep by dogs, 7.00 
Fred A. Messer, damage done 

sheep by dogs, 3.00 
Stephen Morse, damage done 

sheep by dogs, 6.00 
J. B. Sanborn for invoice books 

and warrants, 8.15 
Ward L. Day, damage to himself 

and sleigh, - 10.00 
George H. Steel, cow on Ward 

farm, 50.00 
John Y. Mugridge, legal advice 

to Charles Pike,school matters, 4.00 
J. H. Martin, certificates of births 

and deaths, 3.00 
J. H. Martin, certificates of births, 50 
S. N.Welch, certificates of deaths, 50 
Dr. Peabody certificates of births, 50 
Dr. Gage, certificate of birth, 25 


R. D. Peaslee, certificate of birth, 25 
Parker B. Craig, cash paid out, 4.24 
Daniel G. Peaslee, crow bounty, 8.90 


William Trow, crow bounty, 8.60 
Parker B. Craig, crow bounty, ey (3: 
J. B. Sanborn, order book, 1.25 


Martin C. Bartlett, board of se- 
lectmen, 18.25 
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By paid J. B. Sanborn, pamphlet laws, $1.00 


Auren Peaslee, school money set 
off to Washington, for 1879, 


1880, 1881 and 1882, 6.24 
R. D. Peaslee, births and deaths, 1.75 
William A. Carr, stationery, 72 


Alden W. Rowe, balance of spe- 
cial school house tax assessed 


in 1881, 10.70 ; 
J. C. Bailey, support of watering | 
trough, 3.00 : | 
Ziba Wocds, over tax in 1852 and F | 
1883, 2.51 F 
D. G. Peaslee, support of water- q 
ing trough, 2.00 
Silas Colby, support of watering 
trough, 2.00 
Alvin Johnson, overtax being over ; 
70, 1.28 : | 
George T. Dunfield, damage done f 
plow in Dist. No. 4, 2.60 


Daniel G. Peaslee, woodchuck : 
bounty, 2.40 
Parker B. Craig, money paid out, 2.84 


Amos S. Goodwin, repairing gate 
and grave yard fence; boards 


and nails for the same, 4.68 
J. B. Sanborn, check list, 1.80 
Alberton Peaslee, for stationary 
and stamps, 5-00 
Edwin Nichols, for damage done 
sheep by dogs, 6.00 
Martin C. Bartlett for board of se- ' 
lectmen, 9-75 
Daniel G. Peaslee, for cash paid r 
out, ’ 1.88 


$2,448.69 


I! 


Town Officers. 
By paid Daniel G. Peaslee, services as select- 
man, , $75.65 


William Trow, servicesas selectman, 54.00 
Parker B. Craig, services as selectman, 51.00 


H. K. Martin, services as treasurer, 40.00 
W. J. Gillingham, services as town 
clerk, bic Ay ac 
Elbridge Pepper, services as superin- 
tending school committee, 50.00 
: Alberton Peaslee, services as collector 
of taxes, 60.00 
| H. K. Martin, supervisor, 8.00 
Silas Sawtell, supervisor. 8.00 
Charles B. Osgood, supervisor, 8.00 
C, F. Davis, services as moderator, 5,00 
——$397-40 


Abatements and. Discounts. 
Abatements on Alberton Peaslee’s book for 


1882, and 1883, $54.65. 
a eae RECAPITULATION. 

Paid breaking, roads, | $207.82 
repairs of highways and bridges, 95-69 
expense on Wood's case, 363.11 
expense on Marshall case with the 

town of Newbury, 342.84 

support of town poor, 283.71 
support of county poor, 646.03 
expense of schools, 1,204.64 
town officers, 397-40 
abatements, discounts, etc., 54-65 
outstanding orders, 43-15 
miscellaneous orders, 2,448.69 

By balance in hands of treasurer, 2,323.36 
coupons, ; 652.00 


* non-resident highway receipts, 40.37 


$9,103.46 
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Total amount of 4 per cent. bonds, $18,000.00 
Interest on 4 per cent. bonds, March 1, 
1884, 600.00 
Outstanding bills, 16.00 
— $18,616.00 
ASSETS. 
Cash in hands of treasurer, $2,323.36 
Taxes uncollected on C. P. Eaton’s books, 4.30 
Bills due the town from Charles Pike, 4.00 
Bill against Joseph E. Nichols for hay 
from Walden Ward farm, 26.90 
Due from Merrimack county, ey aoe 
- The Walden Ward farm estimated 300.00 
— $2,708.64 


Indebtedness of the town March 1, 1884, $15,907.36 


Reduction of the town debt the past year in 
cash, not including the Ward farm, $1,404.83 


All of which is respectfully submitted. 


DANIEL G. PEASLEE, 

WILLIAM TROW, 

PARKER B. CRAIG, 
Selectmen of Bradford. 


AUDITOR’S REPORT. 


Your auditors find the books of the selectmen well kept 
with vouchers for all expenditures, and we can but say that 
the interests of the town of Bradford have been attended to 
with great care and the funds expended in a very judicious 
manner. 


W. J. GILLINGHAM, 
J. ALBERT PEASLEE, 
Auditors. 
Bradford, Feb. 29, 1884. 
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TREASURER’S REPORT. 


The Treasurer charges himself as follows :— 


To cash on hand March 1, 1883, $997.66 
May 25, for cow sold, 33.60 
Dec. 10, railroad tax, 315.95 
savings bank tax, 594.06 
literary fund, 103.53 
crow bounty, 21.20 
taxes not worked, 33.07 
Feb. 13, support of county poor, 646.03 
Feb. 23, old bridge plank, 3.60 
An use of hearse, etc., 18.00 
use of town hall, 21.00 
cow sold, 35.00 
interest on taxes, 7.01 
Alberton Peaslee, collector, 6,273.15 


Which has been accounted for, by orders from 
men, as foilows :— 


Amount of school orders, $1,204.64 
Repair of roads and bridges, 95.69 
Support of town’s poor, 231.54 
Support of county poor, 646.03 
‘Town officers, 392.40 
Interest coupons, _ 652.00 
Breaking roads, 207.82 
Miscellaneous orders, 3,349.96 
Balance in hands of treasurer, 2,323.36 


$9,103.46 


the select- 


$9,103.46 


H. K. MARTIN, Zyvreasurer. 


Your committee have examined the books of the Treasurer, 
and find them in good order, with vouchers for every item, 


and figures correctly cast. 


W. J. GILLINGHAM, 
J. ALBERT PEASLEE, 
Auditing Committee. 


Bradford, March 1, 1884. 


SCHOOL REPORT. 


Your committee would call attention to the suggested ‘‘dé- 
cline in excéllencé of our district schools in the smaller towns 
of New Hampshire.” That cause of such décline exists in the 
decrease of pupils and funds, if not in inferiority of teachers 
and taught, is evident. Where years ago, large numbers of 
mature age, were for lengthy terms, under the care of ex- 
perienced masters of the rod and rule of three, to-day but few; 
hardly in their téens, are under teachers of least cost, in order 
to make the money hold out, six or more weeks, and because 
such ‘‘will do.” More than one-fourth of New Hampshire 
schools number twelve or less. Of these Bradford contributes 
its share. The tendency is to still further decline. A feeling 
is “rowing that something ought to be done. é 

That generally first undertaken is with books. ‘Physiology 
and Hygiene, with special reference to the effects of alcoholic 
drinks, stimulants and narcotics upon the human system,” have 
been legislated into ‘‘all schools sufficiently advanced ;” in 
which ‘tteachers of common schools shall be examined.” To 
make it the State Superintendent’s duty to select, get pub- 
lished, and furnish at cost to all schools in the state, books best 
suited, to be changed only at the discretion of state authority, 
seems not to have been entertained, though it would lift a heavy 
burden from those obliged to purchase, and do away with 
present confusion. We have, or may have, in town, subject 
to the dictation of Warner and Newbury, four series of books ; 
while children from other towns, in schools of six or eight, 
dislike to be at the expense of new books for a single term, and 
it is cruel to exact it of them if in straightened circumstances. 

‘*The district question” is more serious. It would be better 
if small schools could unite, resulting in larger, with sufficient 
means for longer terms, better teachers, and at less cost for 
incidentals and oversight. Such arrangement might call into 
service the tired horse and an express wagon for those most 


E5 


femote. What next year’s legislation will do with this prob- 
fem waits to be seen. In its solution lies either hope or de- 
AR for this decline. Mn 


“Some belief might come from requiring teachers applying 
for schools, to have first passed an examination before appointed 
commissioners visiting each town for the purpose, and certify- 
ing such’ one éxamined of his qualifications, atid this certificate 
to stand in place of those now serving, and secured after such 
féacher has been selected and engaged—applied for’ not’ infie- 
quently « on the day the school is fo open. What “they say” 
of those applying for schools, is not a substitute for such cer- 
tificate. School reports are not. When those hired do theft 
best they do not deserve for this censure. Many qualities entéet 
into best teaching. Few teachers are good in every respéct: 
Those fitting better to one place might fail in another. Suit- 
able inquiry before engaging a teacher, as to whether he knows 
what to teach, how to teach it, and has the snap arid ‘go to 
him, will usually end in selecting wisely. Life, order, ex- 
perience, and knowledge tell in a school-room. 


The “‘officially adopted register” of this state confounds 
oldest, wisest and best teachers. _One-tenth of its space, with 
those questions only which the state desires answered, might 
secure trustworthy returns, at great saving of expense to tax 
payers, and with less vexation to teachers and committees. 
The fifty dollars fine upon town committees for failing to re- 
port the results of these registers, is generously offered for 
distribution to those neglecting to observe the following shift- 
less enactment: ‘‘Every teacher, at the close of his school, 
and at the end of each term thereof, shall make a return of 
such register or record to the school committee of the town, 
who shall give to him a certificate thereof; and no teacher 
shall receive payment for his services until such certificate is 
produced and delivered to the prudential committee.” One 
teacher of the year has conscientiously held herself to this en- 
actment. District committees hardly know or think of its 
existence. It should be printed, and furnished them by the 
superintendent of schools, at the beginning of each school year. 
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The year’s returns show 192 pupils in school—96 boys, 96 
girls; 150 between the ages of 5 and 15; 31 over 16; 11 under 
6. The non-absences for a single term were 119; of the same 
pupils for two terms,15. Total of money expended, $1303.06, 
averaging $6.30 to each pupil. One only of the 21 teachers, 
four of whom were men, reports of not having before taught. 


In higher branches, if these be higher, 2 studied physiology, 
14 book-keeping, 20 algebra. The lower branches were pur- 
sued duly according to age, and with usual success. Especial 
improvement in reading appeared, and good progress was made 


in writing and spelling. Arithmetic and geography were not: 


neglected, and should not be. ‘To crush these down and out 
with that seemingly ‘thigher” is to destroy the foundation of a 
reasonable and right education. 


DISTRICTUNG A: 


Addison Cressy, committee. Georgianna Nelson and Levi 
W. Clough, teachers. Miss Nelson won general approval. 
The neatness and beauty of her school room, with its decora- 
tions at the close, life and order of her school, with clear, dis- 
tinct tones in reading and recitations deserve especial mention. 
With further study and experience this teacher will rank 
among our best. Mr. Clough writes in his register, ‘*I should 
commit a wrong did I not express in some way my feelings.” 
He is hereby permitted to say that ‘‘It has in all respects been 
the pleasantest and most profitable term of school that I ever 
taught. I have not had occasion to punish one.” ‘This is one 
of the very best districts in town for a school of unusual ex- 
cellence, of which its Honor Roll bears ample witness: 


Not absent for both terms—Bertha J. Cressy, Annie F. 
Smyth, May B. Dow, Georgia E. Hoyt, Margaret A. Presby, 
Katie A. Presby. For the first term—Belle B. True, Sadie 
L. Butman, Gracie Presby, Abbie J. Hoyt, Mary Jane Saw- 
yer, Sadie B. Hoyt, Laura E. Hoyt, Hiram Hoyt, Alberton 
Dow. For the second term—Bertha B. Butman, Hattie May 
Butman, Etta A. Hoyt, Mary G. Smyth, Annie E. Dow, 
Mary G. True, Ernest Boynton, George F. Cressy, John W. 
Cressy, Ernest W. Ring, Myron C. Smith, Mervin L. True. 
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DISTRICT NO. 2z. 
Fred A. Messer, committee. Mrs. Messer, teacher. Only 


one pupil attended the first term. Four others were admitted 


for the second. This teacher was equal to more, but made 
her ability useful to these few. Her blackboard teaching was 
especially excellent, deserving of a better board, and is com- 
mended for imitation by other teachers. George Gantier was 
the only Honor Roll member, and for both terms. His im- 
provement was especially marked. 


DISTRICT NO. 4. 


Ethan Piper, committee. Alma Wiggin, teacher. The 
spring term was Miss Wiggins’ first in teaching. She was 
secured for further service, and justified the selection. The 
greatest improvement in reading was made during this term 
of seven weeks and a fraction, ever noted by your committee 
in a like period of time. Worst habits were nearly overcome, 
and clear, natural utterance, full of life, appeared in place. 
Other recitations were commendable. The district will do 
well to make sure of this teacher to continue work so well be- 
gun. | 

| DISTRICT NO. 5. 

J. Warren Ward, committee. Teacher, Flora M. Colby. 
This district seldom selects an unprofitable teacher. Miss 
Colby is one of the best, such as are not content with past suc- 


cess. That done was well done. All was praiseworthy. 


Lula G. Presby was not absent for the term. 


DISTRICT NO..6. 


J. W. Morse, 2d, committee. Teachers, Lillie M. Dow, 
Frank O. Melvin. ‘These teachers both gained the approval 


_of parents and children. ‘The first term, closing at the same 


time as the Centre school, was well reported by those able to 
be present. The examination of the winter term was wit- 
nessed by an unusual number of parents and friends; a best 
indication of their interest in an endorsement of the teachers’ 
work. A rapid review of the ground gone over during the 
term is désirable always for the closing half day of any school. 
The Honor Roll speaks well for recent additions to this dis- 
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trict. For both terms—Anna Gillingham, Eva Gillingham, 
Mortimer K. Marshall. For one term—Joseph H. Trow, ~ 


Carl P. Haskell, Alberton N. Trow. 
DISTRICT NO. 7. 


H. C. Brockway, committee. Mrs. Sarah N. Brockway, 
Hattie D. Sargent, teachers. Mrs. Brockway’s long experi- 


ence in teaching told with grand effect. Her term was of the 


best the school has enjoyed, and well attests the policy of se- © 
curing ability even for small schools. The steam power of a 
ten quart kettle will turn the wheel ofa small mill but feebly. ~ 
Miss Sargent at the close of her term seemed to have parted 


with something essential to.its life and power. This proved 


to be Hattie Knight, who was not present during the last of ~ 
the term. ‘The teacher did what she could with the six that 
remained to her. ‘Two of these were not absent for the year, 


Charles P. Craig and Clinton D. Craig, while Fannie E. 


Craig was present every day of the last term, 


DISTRICT NO. 8. 


Samuel P. Ward, committee. Abbie M. Cressy, Walter 
P. Melvin, teachers. Miss Cressy was secured for the favor- — 
able impression she had made in No. 4, and Mr. Melvin for 
honors won among his own kin. This school practically, and © 


in right, is under direction of the Warner committee, and le- 
gally should be so. Mixed superintending is expensive and 


does not always improve the broth. ‘There were but two and 


one-half in attendance from Bradford the first term, and only 
one the second. Of the care these received and their improve- 


ment your committee has no disposition to complain. He 


would suggest, however, that this fraction be given over to 


Warner, and compensation sought, in asking of Newbury a 
somewhat larger fraction of No. 12; two-thirds and more of 
which already belong to Bradford. One Honor was scored 


for the summer term, J. Iva Morse. 


DISTRICT NO. to 


Henry McCoy, committee. Teacher, Agnes L. Barney. 
Had this teacher filled and delivered her register as direct-— 


‘ 


7 


| 
) 
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_ed, there was no little of good that might have been said 
of her and her work. As it is, she passed a best exam- 
ination for teaching, and fully sustained it by her work 
in the school room. Promiptness and accuracy character- 
ized all recitations. Both committees were highly pleased 
with her success. ‘The district will do well to secure her for 
further service. Three were not absent, Susie M. Moore, 
Mary A. Chase, Plummer D. Chase. 


Mis WRLCT NO. 11. 


Alden W. Rowe, committee. Jeannette Nelson, Maud M. 
Melvin, teachers. Miss Nelson seemed young, but showed 
' many points of excellence in teaching. Her return to the 
_ Grammar school indicate that she will take her place among 
those successful in this work. The neatness and floral display 
at her close, asin the Center school, deserve mention. Miss 
Melvin’s apparent want of health did not cut short her school 
but the failure of an expected ten dollars. . The closing exam- 
ination, without review, on one day’s notice, was all that could 
be anticipated. The Honor Roll for both terms has two 
names—Hubert C. Colby and Silas A. Rowe. For the first 
term—Nora Ms Colby and Vira A. Page. For the second— 
Henry H. Rowe, Willie J. Rowe, and Fred W. Smith. 


ite eRICT NO. 12. 


A. §S. Eaton, committee. Mrs. E. C. Eaton, Estie H. 
Cutting, teachers. Mrs. Eaton writes in her report: ‘‘The 
scholars have been obedient and studious, working with dili- 
gence and ambition worthy of the commendation of teacher 
and parents. There has been no whispering during school 
hours, and there has been unusual interest in the spelling 
classes. Only afew words have been missed, and six of the 
scholars have not missed at all.” Approving this as apparent- 
ly correct, your committee could add much more in kind. 
Her grammar exhibition from the blackboard, as also excel- 
lence in writing deserve highest commendation. Mrs. Eaton 
has few equaisin the teacher’s calling. More such, our schools 
_ need. Miss Cutting took up her work, and succeeded better 
than most, at following so good a leader. She spoke with 


/ 
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parents of the unprofitable length of her school—over sixteen 
weeks, the last four of which had better have belonged to the 
first term. All were weary when the end came. John L. 
Flanders stands upon the Honor Roll for both terms, and 
Laura A. Flanders, Minnie Peaslee and Emily Peaslee would, 
but for one or two days’ sickness. Nettie A. Hoyt, Carrie A. 
Hoyt and Charles Flanders were not absent for one term. 
Chester Hoyt, four years and four months old, only missed by 
a week’s sickness in summer. His feats in spelling and other 
recitations at the close of the winter term were highly enter- 
taining. He showed the rapidity and easy exactness of a 
miniature steam engine. 


The work done will compare favorably with that of previous 
years. Could ‘its. teachers, have enjoyed the advantages of 
training schools, better work in some instances might have 
been effected. As it is, all tried to do their best, and for un- 
favorable criticism, helpful to none and hurtful to all, there is 
no occasion. ‘The statistical table, with the registers on file 
with the town clerk, will give further information. 


Respectfully submitted, 
E.. PEPPER. 


- 


BenlON, DISTRICT. No. 4 


byt. ApsortT; ‘LT. Littie, J. Hatt, 


Prudential Committee. 


PRIMARY DEPARTMENT. 


Summer Term taught by Emma A. Cheney, the teacher ‘of 
previous years. Satisfactory results have attended her 
earnest and faithful teaching. 

Fall Term taught by Persis H. Melvin, an experienced, 
thorough and practicalteacher. Quiet and intelligent progress 
was made in all branches of school work. 

Winter Term taught by Ida E. Ring. There has been no 
decline of interest here, but rather a steady advance in every- 
thing that makes a school successful and profitable. 


ROLL OF HONOR. 


Summer Term—George A. Marshall, Mabel F. Roby. 
Fall Term—Etta Sargent, Jennie G. Sargent, Ella M_ Patch, 
Flora M. Morse, Jennie M. Jameson, Fred M. Martin, Leon 
M. Morse, George A. Marshall, Harry W. Marshall. Winter 
Term—Mabel F. Roby, Harry W. Marshall, Willie E. Sawtell. 

GRAMMAR DEPARTMENT. 

Summer and Fall Terms taught by Mary E. Whittemore, 
teacher of previous years. Her experience and love for teach- 
ing make her a very successful teacher. Her uniform kind- 
ness secures the good will and affection of her pupils. Thor- 
oughness in rudimental instruction and a definite system in all 
the processes of school management is her aim. 

Winter Term taught by John B. Mills. The systematic 
arrangement of the classes enabled the pupils to commence 
and continue their studies with but little interruption. The 
advantages of this system need no advocate. Either they are 
self-evident, or they can never be made evident. To every 
one who has any knowledge or conception of educational 
means they are at once obvious. Mr. Mills’ reputation as a 
teacher preceded him, and whatever obstacles he encountered 
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at the beginning were speedily and effectively overcome. The 
school in point of numbers and scholarship was above the ay- 
erage, and this coupled with good order gave us a model 
school. 


ROLL OF HONOR. 


Summer Term—Mabel F. Blood, Josie Hastings, Bertie 
Blaisdell, Harlan P. Morse. Winter Term— Walter B. Ab- 
bott,- Charles Abbott, Fred Hadley, Fred Jones, Frank M. 
Jones, George G. Martin, Walter Chase, Mabel F. Blood, 
Carrie M. Hadley, Della Peaslee. 


In conclusion, we would say irregularity of attendance is a 
serious evil in our schools. A scholar who is inconstant at 
school cannot sustain his standing in his class, and as he finds — 
himself falling behind his classmates, becomes discouraged, 
careless and indifferent, gradually slackens his efforts and slides 
to the foot of his class, or.very likely out of school altogether. 
Not unlikely the blame is laid upon the teacher or manage- 
ment of the school, rather than the true cause. The remedy 
lies with the parents. Let them see that their children are at 
school regularly and there would be less occasion to complain 
of want of progress or discouragement in their studies. 


It is very important that the work done in our schools should 
be thorough. A very large majority of the scholars never at- 
tend higher schools before entering upon active business. It 
is of the utmost importance to them that their training be such 
as shall best fit them for their work. We are glad to report 
that the past year has been one of general prosperity for our 
schools, and a very gratifying interest in them has been mani- 
fest in the increased number of visitors, especially parents of 
the pupils. We trust this interest will continue to grow, for 
upon the public schools which offer free education to the chil- 
dren of all our citizens, largely rests the future of our fair vil- 
lage for culture and intelligence. . 


Respectfully submitted, 


HELEN Seley io tae et ; ’ 
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No. OF DISTRICT. 
No. OF TERMS. 


Centre. 

West. 
Massassecum. 
Colby. . 
Plain. 


Andrews. 


ao 7 f& oa *. Ww - 
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Spring. 10 
Jewetts. : 11 
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Primary, 
Union No. 1. 
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STATISTICAL TABLE. 


TEACHERS. 


Georgianna Nelson. 
Levi W. Clough. 

Mrs. H. M. E. Messer. 
Mrs. H. M. E. Messer. 
Miss Alma Wiggin. 
Miss Alma Wiggin. 
Miss Flora M. Colby. 


Miss Lillia M. Dow. 
Frank O. Melvin. 

Mrs. 8. N. Brockway. 
Miss Hattie D. Sargent. 
Miss Abbie M. Cressy. 
Walter P. Melvin. 

Miss Agnes L. Barney. 


Miss Jennette Nelson. 
Miss Maud M. Melvin. 


Mrs. E. C. Eaton. 

Miss Estie M. Cutting. 
Miss Emma A. Cheney. 
Miss Persis H. Melvin. 
Miss Ada E. Ring. 


Miss Mary E. Whittemore. 
Miss Mary E. Whittemore. 


John B. Mills. 
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